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on thfnSlr n ° fthe ^T e a n d SenatC Intelli § ence committees began taking testimony behind closed doors June 4 
World ^ ** *** ' eadin8 “ P “ ^ 11 terrorist a,,acks « the 

These hearings are a travesty of democracy: they are being held largely behind closed doors with the evidence 
havHoT ^ ' he fi " dingS ' 10 be ke P‘ seCTet Th0 “ ™ charge of the probe, both Demoirafs and CwSns 
up Instead Trhone y t Sen0U fl,'T S, ' 8atl0n lnt S, the unanswered questions about September 11 that continue to pile 
powers of therai aS ClT ^ ^ measures that wil1 S reatl y ex P a " d the police and spying 

Pemfuon bearin§S !° r m ° nths ’ h part because opposition from the White House, the 

Pentagon, the CIA and FBI, which resisted turning over documents or providing witnesses to testify in part because 

the Democrats and Republicans in Congress feared—for good reason-that a serious investigation would explode the 
official pretense that September 11 took the US government completely by surprise. 

The long delay is itself an indication that a massive political cover-up is under way. It has taken longer to convene an 

f C ° ngr f tb°w h i?^ n8 i 0n September 11 than k did t0 clean U P the millions of tons of rubble from the 
destruction of the World Trade Center. 

The Bush administration only shifted its position and began cooperating with the probe after deciding that the 
congressional committees, which have longstanding and close relations to the intelligence agencies would be easy to 
onTteW^enTomm TU — ^consistently opposed the appointment of a bipartisan commission modeled 

might pose greater poliS ntks * ^nation 0 fP resid en t John F. Kennedy, feeling that such a probe 

Bush intervened Tuesday, in advance of the first session of the hearings, to inject a note of intimidation and issue 
imp icit warnings against any serious probe of the government’s role in the events of last September. He denounced 
propcmls; for an independent commission in comments during a visit to the National Security Agency, the top-secret 
mumcations interception branch of the intelligence establishment. He flatly denied that the US government could 

tos“er fSb" ki " ed m ° re ‘ han 3 '°°° Pe ° Ple ’ that to ° broad “ investigation 


in ” ab ° Ut . d,StraCtlons ’ he said - 1 want the Congress to investigate, but I want a committee to 

S ’ multiple committees to investigate. Because I don’t want to tie up our team when we’re trying to 

fight this war on terror. So I don t want our people to be distracted.” He suggested that investigation by any panel 
except the intelligence committees might “jeopardize our intelligence-gathering capacity ” Y Y P 


Reports of advance warnings 

However, the evidence that has come to light in recent weeks suggests that the CIA and FBI failed to prevent 
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A joint session of the House and Senate Intelligence committees began taking testimony behind closed doors June 4 
on the performance of US intelligence agencies in the period leading up to the September 11 terrorist attacks on the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon. 

These hearings are a travesty of democracy: they are being held largely behind closed doors, with the evidence, 
testimony and even the findings to be kept secret. Those in charge of the probe, both Democrats and Republicans, 
have long opposed any serious investigation into the unanswered questions about September 11 that continue to pile 
up. Instead, they hope to use the hearings to rubber-stamp measures that will greatly expand the police and spying 
powers of the FBI and CIA. 

Congress stalled the initiation of hearings for months, in part because of opposition from the White House, the 
Pentagon, the CIA and FBI, which resisted turning over documents or providing witnesses to testify, in part because 
the Democrats and Republicans in Congress feared—for good reason—that a serious investigation would explode the 
official pretense that September 11 took the US government completely by surprise. 

The long delay is itself an indication that a massive political cover-up is under way. It has taken longer to convene an 
official congressional hearing on September 11 than it did to clean up the millions of tons of rubble from the 
destruction of the World Trade Center. 

The Bush administration only shifted its position and began cooperating with the probe after deciding that the 
congressional committees, which have longstanding and close relations to the intelligence agencies, would be easy to 
monitor and control. The White House has consistently opposed the appointment of a bipartisan commission modeled 
on the Warren Commission that investigated the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, feeling that such a probe 
might pose greater political risks. 

Bush intervened Tuesday, in advance of the first session of the hearings, to inject a note of intimidation and issue 
implicit warnings against any serious probe of the government’s role in the events of last September. He denounced 
proposals for an independent commission in comments during a visit to the National Security Agency, the top-secret 
communications interception branch of the intelligence establishment. He flatly denied that the US government could 
have prevented the terrorist attacks that killed more than 3,000 people, and warned that too broad an investigation 
into September 11 would be disruptive. 

“I’m concerned about distractions,” he said. “I want the Congress to investigate, but I want a committee to 
investigate, not multiple committees to investigate. Because I don’t want to tie up our team when we’re trying to 
fight this war on terror. So I don’t want our people to be distracted.” He suggested that investigation by any panel 
except the intelligence committees might “jeopardize our intelligence-gathering capacity.” 

Reports of advance warnings 

However, the evidence that has come to light in recent weeks suggests that the CIA and FBI failed to prevent 









September 11, not because they had insufficient information, but because high-level officials in both agencies 

hat'US n intellir teCt SU1C1 . de . hi j ack f ‘ The congressional hearings began amid a flood of reports demonstrating 

attacks^ Amonf T Y COnSld / rable advance warnin § a "d ^side information about the September 11 & 

attacks. Among the major revelations of the past week: 

STff Tl aZine rep ? ted that the CIA had identif,ed two of the hture suicide hijackers, Nawaf Alhazmi and 
ahd Almihdhar as early as January 2000. The agency linked the two Saudi men to A1 Qaeda and Osama bin 

questLTng f^lSmonth^ **** ^ *** ^ ^ n0t iSSUe “ alert Seekingtheir arrest or 

AJmihdht/' TZf OSt re Cn d I"™ 4 ’ u dting CIA S0UrC6S ’ that the FBI als0 knew the identities of Alhazmi and 

hdhar from January 2000, despite bureau claims that it only learned of them from a CIA bulletin in August 2001. 

USA Today reported June 4 that the 350,000 pages of documents turned over by the CIA to the congressional 
in e lgence committees include memos describing A1 Qaeda’s intention to launch attacks in the United States reports 
discussing the possibility of suicide attacks with airplanes and possible attacks on the Pentagon, World Trade Center 

a " d tar§etS; and e ? Ctr0n ' C int f ce P ts as late a s September 10 of A1 Qaeda members discussing the upcoming 
attack. The newspaper also reported that US operatives had infiltrated both A1 Qaeda and the Taliban. 

Egyptian President Hosm Mubarak told the New York Times, in an interview made public June 4, that Egyptian 

' n tl?r f e age . ntS had P enetrated ^ Qaeda and learned of unspecified plans for a major terrorist attack in the United 
States, information they passed on to US officials the week before September 11. 

The case of Alhazmi and Almihdhar raises fundamental issues about the nature of the September 11 conspiracy US 

nlrmS^tV 86 ? 0168 the tW ° had entered the United States after an M Q aeda conference in Malaysia, and 
permitted them to conduct activity undisturbed for the next 18 months. * 

They rented apartments, set up bank accounts, obtained credit cards and driver’s licenses, took flying lessons all 

Z A ZZ namesAlhazmi ™ as even listed in the San Diego phone book. During this 18-month period Alhazmi 
and Almihdhar met at least six of the future September 11 hijackers, including Mohammed Atta, the alleged 

S!^ H r ?c nJ0U u the f eged pil0t 0f the plane that struck the Penta g° n - Almihdhar left the US to travel 
July 4 200i e EaSt and S ° UtheaSt Asia ’ renewed hls vlsa after it had expired, and returned to the US unchallenged, on 

InnM°c dUCt and AJmihdhar durin 8 thi s period strongly suggests that they were being protected. Why else 

would supposed members of a terrorist organization pledged to the destruction of the US government act in such a 
carefree fashion? They made no effort to conceal their whereabouts. They did not behave as though they feared 
police surveillance, exposure or apprehension. 6 y 

In the media reporting of these revelations, and in the reactions of congressional Democrats and Republicans 

shTtfe^tV 1 ! S preSe . nted as a C0 J° s ® al failure of the intelligence apparatus. But the cascade of new information has 
shattered the alibis and evasions of official Washington. It is not a matter of terrorists “slipping through the cracks ” 

W furT uJ 810 C ° nneCt the d0tS ” There is growin § reason t0 believe that at lea «t some of the ’ 
September 11 hijackers had ties to American intelligence agencies. They were not overlooked. They were shielded. 

A rigged investigation 

No such issues will be raised before the joint congressional investigation into September 11. Both the personnel of 
the committee and the procedures it has adopted demonstrate that both parties in Congress, together with the White 
House, seek to protect the power and authority of the CIA, FBI and other intelligence agencies. 

Most of the committee staff was hand-picked by its first staff director, L. Britt Snider, the former CIA inspector 
genera 1 and a longtime crony of CIA Director George Tenet. Snider was forced out under murky circuZances last 
month, but the new director is equally reliable from the standnnint nf thp rmtirmal oopuhItt m_ tt*h 


former chief counsel to the Pentagon under Clinton’s Secretary of Defense William Cohen. 

The Iletmbhcan co-chairman of the committee, Porter Goss, is a Florida congressman who was himself a CIA sov He 

Tecaufe ofi llne^^h “ th f served 10 yean as a CIA clandestine services officer before retiring 

h” 1 Sa !J u S POlltl( ; al career - 0ne 0f his earl y P° litical s P° nsors was the then-governor 

office - Graham> now a us senator ’ chairs the Senate 

Sit \ hC ^ “ professional ex P erience and a longstanding interest in Central 

brutal US h Jk-eH HW t ^ ^ G ° SS W&S & CIA operative ’ 1962-1971, these countries were ruled by 

Hdtf US " b k d d at ° rships ’ includin S th e notorious Anastasio Somoza in Nicaragua and Francois Duvalier in 

twice-weekly hearings will be held for the most part behind closed doors, in a locked, soundproofed 

tn f P t A Wh ^ S ? leCted t0 P offi ^ ials ’ such as FBI Dir ector Robert Mueller and CIA Director George Tenet are 

th! rn t( T fy T he . huse number of documents turned over by the CIA and FBI remain classified, andeven much of 
the committee’s final report is expected to be kept secret. 

hn Jn^ CeSS ~ S f c ret l eStim ° ny ’ S6Cret evidence ’ secret findings—makes a mockery of democratic principles but it is 
intelligence art a -t f ° r ^ Spy a§encies u Ne f week the House and Senate take up the spending authorization bill for 

*? the mles 0f the House o f Representatives, members will vote on the budget 

cleared bv the CTA^lfd FrT Th 7 ItS TTu' °u Y memberS ° f the Intelli § ence Committee, who have been 
cleared by the CIA and FBI, will be informed of what they are voting on. 

Much of the press and many leading congressmen know that the congressional investigation is a fraud, an effort to 

whetheTl 6 ft* f e ' t SC f neS ° f US inteIH8enCe agencieS in September 11. Their refusal to expose this 

the American ffear ° fretahatlon or out of loyalty to the state apparatus, makes them complicit in criminal aefions by’ 
the American government against its own citizens. y 

CTedMHtv of ° ne riV^ lies , after another > the American press draws no conclusions about the 

ability of the White House, CIA and FBI, and obediently parrots the latest falsehoods put out by the Bush 

fha^FBiTvent q H!" ep ac ® ^ 5®“ disCredited The media re P ort * *ter absurdities with a straight face: 

hat FBI agents do not have access to e-mail, or are barred from going on the Internet, or are routinely frustrated in 
their investigations because of excessive delicacy about infringing on democratic rights. Y 

A report in the New York Times technology section June 3 serves to refute all such fictions. The article cites the 

^nTl Wire f f/T^o! SSU ^ bythe Administrative 0ffic e of the United States Courts, noting that in 2001, every 
i b^i° ne ° h6 , 1,49 - a P pllcatlons b y federal police agencies to wiretap phones was granted. Since 1991 of the 
thfyl requeata for wireta PP in S submitted to the courts, all but three were authorized. So much for the claims that 
the Zaccanas Moussaoui investigation was suppressed because of fears of opposition from the special federal court 
mg with intelligence spying—whose criteria are even less restrictive than those of the regular courts. 

^rnTate TomrXri 6 ^ the con S ressional investigation, the proposed bipartisan commission, or the 

co porate-controlled media to conduct a serious investigation into the September 11 tragedy or to oppose the 

SSon 1 tr democra " c ,h f Bush administration has carried out, citing the terrorist attack as 

Sf in he n f/S, f 0SU 7 Ca “ 0ny COme aboUt throu8h the inde P« nde "< political mobilization of the working 
class, in the United States and internationally. B 
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U.S. Calls Kuwaiti 9-11 Mastermind 

Wed Jun 5, 8:39 AM ET 


By JOHN J. LUMPKIN, Associated Press Writer 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The likely mastermind of the Sept. 11 attacks is a Kuwaiti-born lieutenant of Osama bin 
Laden ( news - web sites) who had previously plotted to attack the World Trade Center and to bomb several airliners 
simultaneously, a top U.S. counterterrorism official says. 


Photos 



AP Photo 


Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, one of the FBI (news - web sites Vs most-wanted terrorists, is at 
large in Afghanistan (news - web sites) or nearby, the law enforcement official told The 
Associated Press on Tuesday. 

U.S. investigators believe Mohammed, working under bin Laden's leadership, planned many 
aspects of the Sept. 11 attacks. 

"There's lots of links that tie him to 9-11," the official said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. "He was intricately involved." 


Audio/Video 

« Bush Admits Lack of 
Communication Prior 

to 9-11 (AP) 

Center bombing, also is 


Mohammed is accused of working with Ramzi Yousef in the first bombing of the World 
Trade Center, which left six dead in 1993. He and Yousef also were accused of plotting in 
1995 to bomb several trans-Pacific airliners heading for the United States. Yousef, now 
serving a life sentence in the United States after being convicted in the 1993 World Trade 
believed to have planned to crash a plane into CIA ( news - web sites ) headquarters. 


Mohammed was charged by federal prosecutors in New York in 1996 in connection with the alleged 1995 plot. The 
State Department is offering a reward of up to $25 million for information leading to his capture. 


Other bin Laden lieutenants are also believed to have helped put together the Sept. 11 attacks, the official said. But 
evidence is mounting that Mohammed was at the center of the operational planning. 

A second U.S. official, also speaking on condition of anonymity, acknowledged that Mohammed played a critical 
role in planning the attacks but said questions remain about the extent of his leadership. The official said other bin 
Laden lieutenants, including Abu Zubaydah, now in U.S. custody, are also believed to have played top organizational 
roles. 


Mohammed, 36, is one of the highest-ranking al-Qaida leaders still at large, officials said, and continues to plan 
attacks against U.S. interests. Although he was born in Kuwait, officials there say he is a Pakistani national and note 
that people born in Kuwait do not automatically qualify for citizenship. 























































































According to the counterterrorism official, within three months of Sept. 11, the FBI learned that Mohammed had 
performed some financial transactions to fund the attacks; since then the United States has gathered other significant 
evidence pointing to him as the key planner. The official declined to go into detail, citing a need to protect 
intelligence information. 

The FBI describes Mohammed as in his mid-30s, slightly overweight and sometimes wearing a beard and glasses. His 
aliases include Ashraf Refaat Nabith Henin, Khalid Abdul Wadood, Salem Ali and Fahd Bin Abdallah Bin Khalid. 

U.S. officials have repeatedly said that capturing or killing bin Laden's cadre of lieutenants — men like Mohammed 
— is a key goal in the war on terrorism. In some ways, they are considered as dangerous as bin Laden: Where al- 
Qaida's leader serves as an inspiration to his followers, his top aides conduct the nuts-and-bolts planning of attacks. 

The lieutenants are said to pick targets and attack dates, maintain operational secrecy and provide money and 
training to the foot soldiers and overseas cells chosen to carry them out — sometimes at the cost of their own lives. 

Most of the 19 suicide hijackers are thought not to have known the entirety of the Sept. 11 plot — or that they were 
going to die — but Mohammed apparently did, the counterterrorism official said. 

Mohammed has not been charged in connection with the attacks, in which hijacked airliners crashed into the World 
Trade Center, the Pentagon (news - web sites') and a southwestern Pennsylvania field, killing more than 3,000. 

He was a close associate of Abu Zubaydah when both were free, officials said. 

Some of the hijackers trained at Abu Zubaydah's Khalden camp in Afghanistan, officials said. Generally, though, the 
hijackers trained in groups of one or two at several camps, and they were kept apart from most other trainees. 

Abu Zubaydah, captured in Pakistan in March, is said to have told U.S. interrogators that the hijacked plane that 
crashed in Pennsylvania was destined for the White House, suggesting he knew of the planning. 

According to investigators, the Sept. 11 attacks were largely paid for by Shaikh Saiid al-Sharif, also known as 
Mustafa Ahmed al-Hisawi, who is bin Laden's financial chief. Officials traced a number of financial transactions 
between him and several of hijackers, but Shaikh Saiid was not believed to have the wherewithal to plan an operation 
of Sept. 1 l's magnitude. He is at large. 

A fourth bin Laden lieutenant, Tawfiq Attash Khallad, is also suspected of playing a planning role. He met with Sept. 
11 hijackers Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in January 2000, just before 
Almihdhar and Alhazmi entered the United States. Khallad paid for some of the pair's travel before Sept. 11, the 
counterterrorism official said. 

Khallad, believed to be a chief planner of the October 2000 USS Cole (news - web sites) bombing, remains at large, 
the official said. 

Some key connections have yet to be worked out, the official acknowledged, such as who selected the hijackers to 
conduct the Sept. 11 operation. 

Bin Laden and his top two deputies, Ayman al-Zawahri and Mohammed Atef, were believed to have known about 
the attacks in advance, by virtue of their station in al-Qaida. Al-Zawahri's family was killed by a U.S. airstrike in 
Afghanistan. It is not known where he is. 

Atef, killed by U.S. airstrikes in November, had a martyrdom video of other purposed hijackers at his house. Ramzi 
Binalshibh was a member of Atta's cell in Germany, but was unable to enter the United States. He remains at large. 
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Saudi sheik, al-Zawahri and some other supporters. 


On the Net: 


FBI on Khalid Shaikh Mohammed: htt p://www.fbi.gov/mostwant/terrorists/terkmohammed.ht m 
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